l6o           THEOSOPHY EXPLAINED
Constantinople in the sixth century (a.d. 553). That is the
reason why the doctrine disappeared out of official
Christianity represented by the Roman Catholic Church ;
but it did not disappear from Christendom. It persisted
and was preserved in the teaching of many a mystical
—so-called heretical—sect and in the songs of many a
wandering minstrel.  The School of Albigenses, which
gave so many martyrs through its clinging to the original
truth of the Gospel, taught Reincarnation, and that doctrine
appears from time to time in the Church in the most
remarkable way. In the seventeenth century the Rev»
Mr. Glanville, Chaplain of Charles II, was a man of
unchallenged position in the Church ; and yet in his book,
Lux Orientalis, he lays down step by step exactly the
doctrine of Reincarnation that is found among the early
Fathers and is familiar in the mouths, of Theosophists
to-day. In the eighteenth century also there was a regular
outburst of this doctrine when several books were written,
proving it to be an integral part of Christianity.
Thus though the teaching of reincarnation only
disappeared for a time in the flood of ignorance that
swept over Europe after the decay of the Roman Empire,
this splendid conception is steadily coming back into
western thought through books, lectures or articles
by philosophers, poets and even clergymen in recent times.
Q. What are- the principal factors which determine the
next birth of a man ?
. Ans. There are three principal factors ;
The first is the Law of Evolution which presses the
man into a position in which he can most easily develop
the qualities he needs. Every man has to become perfect
by unfolding all the divine possibilities latent in him, as
the object of the entire scheme is this unfoldment. For

